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L Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
^ the international application as originally filed 

[ I the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



I I the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

» filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I I the drawings: 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



pages 



_ , filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 

pages ^ 

pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to tiie language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to diis Authonty m the language m which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation fiimished for the purposes of international prelhninaiy examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I contained in the intemational application in written form. 

I filed together with die intemational application in computer readable form. 

I furnished subsequently to tiiis Authority in written fonn. 

I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I I The statement diat the subsequentiy furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in tiie 

intemational application as filed has been furnished. 
I I The statement that the information recorded m computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished. 

4. I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/fig , 



□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosiu-e as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

♦ Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70,16 
and 70 J 7), 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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I V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or IndustHal appUcablllty; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



6-7 



1-5, 8-12 



1-12 



1-12 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. 



Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP 2000-169611 A (Nippon Synthetic Chemical 



Document 2 : 



Industry Co., Ltd.), 20 June 2000 

JP 2001-114912 A (Dupont Co., Ltd.), 24 

April 2001 



The inventions set forth in claims 1-5 and 10-11 are 
not novel and do not involve an inventive step, because 
they are disclosed in document 1, cited in the 
international search report. 

The inventions set forth in claims 6-7 do not 
involve an inventive step in the light of documents 1 and 
2, cited in the international search report. The 
biodegradable film bags used in the shaped foam disclosed 
in document 1 have improved biodegradability, water 
resistance, moisture resistance and strength. Since said 
shaped foams comprise a loose starch foam sealed in a 
decreased pressure state in a biodegradable film, said 
film can be considered to have gas barrier properties. The 
packaging material comprising drawn aromatic polyester 
film disclosed in document 2 is biodegradable, has low 
moisture permeability, low oxygen permeability, low CO2 
permeability and outstanding mechanical properties. The 
biodegradable film bags used in the shaped foam disclosed 
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in document 1 and the packaging material comprising dravm 
aromatic polyester filtrt disclosed in document 2 address 
the same problem. Therefore, a person skilled in the art 
could easily use packaging material comprising drawn 
aromatic polyester film disclosed in document 2 for the 
biodegradable film bags used in the shaped foam disclosed 
in document 1. 

The invention set forth in claim 8 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of document 1, and does not 
involve an inventive step in the light of document 1 and 
document 2. Strengthening moulded materials with water- 
insoliable fibres is well known and commonly used art. 

The inventions set forth in claims 9 and 12 do not 
involve an inventive step in the light of document 1 and 
do not involve an inventive step in the light of document 
1 and document 2. The wt% and water content of the moulded 
foam are such as could be set at the discretion of a 
person skilled in the art. 
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